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BE: THLHFAATRNLNMER. HT ot HetEF(Dioscorea composita) % ¥ E 357 L3 TA R K4
AR RE, BABEEAZGASAREX TS, RIEBECETOHTERERELE A LREGHELN AR
B, i ik & ubiquitin-conjugating enzyme E2 (UBC7). MMS ZWEI homologue 3 (MMZ3). tubulin beta-7 (TUB7).

actin 1 (ACTI). glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase C subunit 1 (GAPCI). elongation factor 1-alpha (EF-
1a2). cyclophilin 5 (CYP5). histone H2A 2 (H2A2)3:8/M% % 1 AL, A A 52 BF ¢ K8 FPCR (qQPCR)E AR, 4
4-GeNorm. NormFinderf=BestKeeper = M4t it F 3 HAT AT, R AW, £EHTEFRERRLF T2 P,

TUB7#eH2A2k A RALE, ARAENLAR ., KR ARRFR LHFLERERS TR LS,
XA HetEH; A AL R, qPCR; GeNorm; NormFinder; BestKeeper

52 $5(Dioscorea composita) )7 7= H 5 P4 1,
je— M E IR HEY, HRZESWFEENEN
BT, AAREa i E (W R 552007). E
R A BT R R . TR EE300
Z PRI ER AR E R AL, AR K
(BB oR452007). WEFRR M, S E w2 Z 55
TR R T HAR R R (R R A
2007; KK F2003; JEHZSE2007), J0HAEH EHAL
4B BV E (D, zingiberensis) 5
ZH(D. nipponica) i FHIBAEE [ P 200 T, S50
WA BN ENERME. BITE R
[t 78 AR P AE TR A 5 (Raman%52014) . 24
FAAME (LiuZ2016; Dey%52016)FIZ1 414 77 (Mano-
haran%5:2016; Aighewi®52015)%5 7 . SIAH HRIE
MWEMZ . NZ(Panax ginseng). —=-t(P. noto-
ginseng) =R 43 1) e BE1S 3] T 3-8 3E-3-H AL TR
G B AIL R B S K] (3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-
coenzyme A reductase, HMGR). & J% Wi 3 K
(squalene synthase, SS)F1IA [ s {4 [ 3 [K] (cy-
cloartenol synthase, CAS)55 2 i & H 70 & OB 2 /T
HIAH 2 JE R (Diarra%2013; Ye52014; B 41 #H%
2013; Jiang%§2016), {H1% & USRS 5 AR O3 R i
TE M /> (Wang252015). B, Zi 21 08 Bog
BRITE o F IS A Rt — PR T

SZHT ¢ 6 2 8 PCR (quantitative real-time PCR,
gPCR)$: AR (Bustin 2002; Radoni¢%52004) 2.7 &

FEwEr e S v RN R AR A, = i R
KILBRIEBITEZ — . (BEqQPCRIEFEH 75 5
HERR T FRIE I N 2 B DR A I 266 BT 7 R a8 g AT A
AL 73 1 (GutierrezZ52008a; Brunner%:2004), #%
FHqPCRI Hr 2 M- E ik 22 rh E e o i g
FHRIER )ik i, A B T % & g2 14
THLEE. SRT, H AR WA 5 A O N 2 2k
DRI e PRI T o« VR ARTEER A SR 18], R 2 45 7
ANFEHBEE . A FEIREEFIAS[F] P38 564 Rk A
Xif e i 254 5 (Quackenbush 2002; ThellinZ51999).
— LRI XS AR E [ KR DR 0k e N S Ak
, QB H v R i S B (R (phosphoglycerate dehyd-
rogenase). % K1z E ML R (ubiquitin). TS R A
FE Kl (tubulin)%5 (FaccioliZ$2007; HuggettZ£2005;
Dheda%$2005). #XT, B FE &M, FEA PR, 4
TEAH R FRAS R K B I BB [F A3 R, 8 5K
DRI 1) 22 35 7K~ I JE 47 2 48 8 AN 2 (Thelling51999;
Gutierrez%2008b). [K ik, fifii & H T % 2w A
7] < & I R ZE K qPCRER HEA 237 (1) N 2 E A
e B,

85620 - (transcriptome sequencing) g — 7
A 58 A AR QA P ik DR 3R 0E /RSP A 4 AR B A
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MFB. HEE: T AP R qPCR N Z 2 A
i e 7% CAEVF 2 M i F, in 2% (Lycoris
aurea). KR (Manihot esculenta). kA(Platycladus
orientalis)Z5(Ma%$2016; Hu%:2016; ChangZ£2011),
e MHT A R N 2B R TV

A HIE FEAR 8 2 57 1) 35 P 0 3 A MO R
(WangZ52015) A O SCRRFRE AL S8 N 2 BE[H], ofi
% Hubiquitin-conjugating enzyme E2 (UBC7). MMS
ZWEI homologue 3 (MMZ3). tubulin beta-7 (TUB7).
actin 1 (ACTI). glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehy-
drogenase C subunit 1 (GAPCI). elongation factor
1-alpha (EF-1a2) cyclophilin 5 (CYP5)~ histone
H2A4 2 (H2A2)3:8ABE R 63k 19 S 2L 1, Jdid
qPCRZM 1, 454 GeNorm (VandesompeleZ52002).
NormFinder (Andersen%52008)fl1BestKeeper (Pfaffl
£52004) = AN H G AR 70 i veie N 2 2R
RILFENE, ik & FH T qPCR Iy A7 3 H- 2 i Bk
ZEANA R B I B PR 25 b B R 0 A R SR
RILKN SR, NIRFTH T ZEHREE R R
TCE BRI o T LA AR 2, hOyIa
EHUREY) NS HE R TG R

1 R57E%

11 MRI5038

DA% 2 35 (Dioscorea composita Hemsl.)
ZEONSEIRMRL, RFEHL KON R A ER TSR B
(24°7'30"~24°37'15"N 113°39"2"~114°18'5"E), LL#¢
WRIZHE 077 Xz —. = =FRm =
PR P B ZE SRR AT RL, R B RS, X
B AT KR, BER AR LMW AERE, I
R AR AR 2 R K 53, WRIR R J5 DR A7 T—80°C
UKAE £ AR B3 EE . ARIE 5
BWREREARZHEAE . DR E2HR
2 B T R I A KR PR R 22 1990), A
AFF 00 A =R e (R P ZE AT 73 BUIUOME, 73 )ik
RO A AL 53, I am S T i g Pz
1.2 FE% BRTHARZE B RNARJIZELAIcDNASE
—SER AR

LI AT A A B B IR g 2, FF
A TEVR R N AT AR BE o BB I PR 5 A R
R SR RN A o 32 B ) (b R A 2
RRHE A TR A DT S RNASEE. 1% (m/V)

T I B G P L KR IS RNA ) 58 B8 1, 5
NanoDrop 2000c (Quawell, 3 [E) 5 JIRNA ¢ &
M4alifE ., DIRNA RN {# H PrimeScript™ RT reagent
Kit with gDNA Eraser (Perfect Real Time)iX 7 &
(TaKaRa, HA%) 5 4 BicDNASE — 8, il
B T20°COKM ORAF % o SR S RAK 2209
AR RNA 500 ng, 5xgDNA Eraser Buffer 2 pL,
gDNA Eraser 1 pL; WFEF: 42°C 2 min, K %
#12 min; 5xPrimeScript” Buffer (for Real-time) 4
pL, PrimScript® RT Enzyme Mix I 1 pL, RT Primer
Mix 1 pL, F{RNase Free dH,O%h 2220 pLA&k & ; [ M
FEFF: 37°C 15 min, 85°C 5 s, 4°C{# 17
1.3 RIZRSE R FEF S 14% T

PR A S 2 T 57 1) 2 P 2 3 I s AL B
(PAUniGene ID#Icomp57518 cO A 7H)FIFH < SCHiRFR
B NS 2L, BT comp57518_c0 (UBC7).
comp58997 ¢2 (MMZ3). comp29062 cO (TUB7).
comp43854 c0 (ACTI). comp21992 cO (GAPCI).
comp29089 ¢c0 (EF-1a2). comp53470 cO (CYPS)
Hlcomp41357 cl (H2A2)FE8 /NI R Jyfikisk N S 3L A,
{§ Fl Primer-BLAST (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
tools/primer-blast) f1Primer3Plus (http://primer3plus.
com/cgi-bin/dev/primer3plus.cgi)7E 2k 4 ¥ i
FSESIMERDIESEE TEY TR DA R
NGRS o' K7/
1.4 qPCR

qPCR % . fEEppendorf AG 22331 Hamburg
real time PCRAX(Eppendorf, {8 &) F#E1T, SN AAK
£:(20 pL)Jy: cDNARERR2 pL, #5191 ul, T
5491 uL, SYBR” Premix Ex Taq"™ II (Tli RNaseH
Plus) (2x) 10 uL, ddH,0 6 pL. FrHREFHN: 95°C
30's; 95°C 5's, 55°C 30 s, 72°C 1 min, 40 MG, FF
VI e A B S A T R . S R SRR AR
I VPR o e o A A R D] B9 G A S R R SRS
AN 1) CrfER F Orrigin 8822 il CrfE 70 A 1 o
1.5 ZaFRAE phak K it BB E A 1 AR

AR & B I SHELZE I cDNABER, K IR R
AR IR EE110°, 107, 107, 107, 10, 4
AdNCy Civ Cov CHICHSABAE . B
qPCRJ N, $RAF5Ah B2 T Bk N 2 2 K Cr
8o DABIHRIRE HlogC, (0<n<4) NHirkF5r, LAC,
(B AL R 22 ) B o T 28, 7T DS HE R R AATRE 5%
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Table 1 Primer sequences and amplification parameters for candidate reference genes of D. composita derived from qPCR

FEA SIFF(5'—3" RE PR AHR R HL

H242 1ER: GAAGTTGCCTTCTTCGCAGC -3.39 97.35 0.9982
JIfl: GTCCCAAGCCGACCTAGAAG

EF-la2 1E[]: CCCTAGCTGCTTTTTCCGGA -3.37 97.98 0.9999
J21: ACTTGCCAGAGTCGACATGG

CYP5 1ER]: GCAGGCTTCCCATCAATCTCA -3.34 99.06 0.9998
J21): AAGAGGATGATCTCGGTCCCA

GAPCI 1ER]: GTGACAGCAGGTCTAGCATCTT -3.46 94.67 0.9996
J21: CTTGGTCTTGAACATGTGGCG

TUB7 E): AGACAACATCAACCCTGGACT -3.35 98.76 0.9993
J ] GAGGCTGAGAGCAACATGAAT

MMZ3 1E[): ATCGATCACCCATGACGCTC -3.49 93.26 0.9991
S [f]: CCCTTTTCACCGCGTTCAAG

UBC7 1E[: TATCATCCACAAGGCCAGCC -3.35 98.68 0.9993
S [f]: CCTTCTCTCTCATGGCGGTC

ACTI 1ER]: GCCGTACAAGTCCTTCCTG -3.28 101.92 0.9983
S f]: CCATCGGTGCAGAAAGGTT

RER . B ARE=(10""-1)x100%, TH5LHH 1 w & & &

MEE. O A A

K ,/r& //w& ///w& ///\&

1.6 #iETHh

4 qPCRIRTF I 8 idk A 2 4k A 1) C B 1
GeNorm. NormFinderfliBestKeeper =4t it 22K
P 3EAT i, AR BIEEA AL i e RIEM N
ZIER . H A GeNorm A NormFinder L CAH 7% 4t i
AR 21k B NI A6 88 34T 73 A, T BestKeeper LA
SR 46 CHE NG EAR 34T 73 #r

2 SEIEER

2.1 #HERNAR RSN

AR R B I AR5 i i 2R U RNA,
2 1%BE B BEEE R kA, 45 R 7R, RNAHL K
ST N A 52, TE R LA DNAYS Je(E 1), 7T ILRNA
SEREPER T HIGHE R ZHDNAVS 42 . fifi i NanoDrop
2000cHMIRNAZE R, 2455 BN, FEHOD 0000 9 1.8~
2.1, ODy030M1.8~2.2, LA 4G 45 SR B, RNA
FE it e BEPE R U, SHRE R, TTEAT fe 45056
2.2 R BSOS

FI &AM 36 N 2 BE R IR 51 90, 4 SR 5 AN
FEE A B (1045575 B8 ) () c DN AR A 3k 4T  PCR™ 38, Jf:
FRAE SRS ) HAHE 25 ] 551 P9 2 ik DR R b T 2%
SERLEIR, FTA %k S 558 1M 9% R AR Y 1
0.99LL I, B HERCRAT93.26%~101.92%2 [8](F£

O @ B8 ® 6 6® © ©® 6 O

BN = -

KL B AN R B IR ZE M RNA
IR BRI Pk P
Fig.1 Agarose gel electrophoretogram of total RNA from D.

composita tubers of different developmental stages

1), & W] cDNARIHR 5 A N IK CH B B AT BT 1 25
PER 2R, i R qPCRXS 51 W3 B R (1 BR,, R 5
W g R AT SR . RIS, VAR A 2k 0 B 45 R AR W,
ML A 22k [A X2 ELAT B S [ B — {5 5 0, ELIA
— R RN RUF(E2), RIS RE R L 25
RUEFA TS, ATREAT IR 8RS0
23 RIERNSERFIEFE S

CofH Ay R R AT qPCRA™ 34 fF 1) 124 T3 48 1) 18
AEL IR P it B 0 580, 798 24 B0 /MR 4 6 AT )
BRI LB o X8 ML N S I E AR K
oy SR ZE A i o B CoE AT BE B ) #r, PP AT X 2
SEDR P ZRIEF L, W3R . AR R, 8/
NS EEE M CHEAN T 17~252 18], HrpRKH >4
FAE20~24 2 [6], RUIFRIBFEEF . HPGAPCI
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Fig.2 qPCR melting curves of eight candidate reference genes
26 2.4.1 GeNorm4%3#f
wal GeNormufi st T 5 5% 15k 3 2 35 R 7E AN A 41
. g 2 rh ) 22 15 %4 72 {8 (expression stability value, M)
- 22r i R IATAE M o 2 UIM=1.5NB{E, H{%
S ﬁ@ = i 71 25 B B MAEL R T 15 U A& Ty 53
== [l MRS, Bt PR R, AT R B
18f 2 M MAE B & BRSO CYPS=GAPCI>M-
MZ3>TUB7>H2A2>EF-1a2>UBC7>ACTI. HK
16—

9 @ O 9 PO
TR R R

K3 )\ ANk NS 2 TR K C B 20 A1 1R
Fig.3 C;value distribution of eight candidate reference genes
RATEHEI WY 7>AL IR BEAE, th A2y o 3, AN AE A1
B3, HEAN RS R HE, B R B2 23]y Whisker I JR A Whisker
TR,

[FICHE AR, WA T17.33~18.38 2 /], Bonit#k
KRS fe i MACTIH)CHE B, Va9 $21.99~
23.932 18], R HARIEFERAK.
24 RERNSEFERE M

K 07 346 3 2 55 (R34 o AR B0VEAS [ 1 4y
Hr#fFGeNorm. NormFinderfliBestKeeper, X8>
fige 4 PN 2 B DR AE 4 35 90 A A R B I SR 2R )
KB AT 0 M

4-AT] W, 8Bk N 2 AL I MAB 21/ T 1.5, BA
ACTIH K, N0.552; CYPSHIGAPCIH/N, N
0.240, KX L ik N 2 EL R E G 1E NN S5
Ko K CYPSHIGAPCI FefE:, HIRZEMMZ3 .
TUB7FIH2A2; MXf T 5, ACTIFIUBC73IAE e AN
A1, GeNormud it v 5 e % 42 5 {H (pairwise
variation value)> A & 5 i B 1N S 2L F AN, BLIE
RAERA AT SEMSE R . 22T LLOS NSE, 4V,
ANTLSISE, Ul AS 3 2255 R T DA A2 A% 1F H 1) 25
R LA R ER . HIE4-BA[&1V,,40.075, /N T
1.5, R\ HRIE G NS EE AN HON2.
2.4.2 NormFinder# 1
NormFinder 5 GeNormZSbL, HoAfikik N =2 [H
PR EFEE S RETEEEME A KK R H
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Fig.4 Expression stabilities of eight candidate reference genes
(A) and optimal numbers of reference genes (B) analyzed by
GeNorm

MEBUN, GG NN SR 28R BoR
(K5), 8/ sk isk N 23k DA% 8 MAE v B HES IR
RN: H2A2>TUB7>EF-102>GAPCI1>MMZ3>UB-
C7>CYP5>ACTI. - H2A2MTUB7RIEFE EH
e/, 4 9190.087410.138, B ZRIA R & M i i
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Fig.5 Expression stabilities of eight candidate reference genes

analyzed by NormFinder

EEEANS IR, HIKGEEF-102F1GAPCI
2.4.3 BestKeepers 47
BestKeeper ) 7l # 4 {5 de N 2 B DR 72 AN [F] #%
i PS8 CABR TSR bR A %(standard deviation, SD),
SDAE M/, FIkBARE . 1%FE
SDE K T 11 R IHA G & T/Ejjlj*] R Rz 2k
INFER P RIEFRENELF . RPN, 8 MEE NS
FERFISDIE L /NT1, A EIEANS IR, K
H TUB7MIH2A255 A8 E Pl lif, B & 1E NS
FH, Hk & UBCTHIEF-1a2.,
R _EIR3FIFE P A4 R, GeNorm 73 415
Hi ke LK 4H & N CYPSFIGAPCI, TfiiNorm-
FmderﬂlBestKeeper M I N H2A2 0 TUB 748,
, GeNorm 73 M H H2A2 R TUB7H & Wi & WS
.;cj?o EME, mEaNSERNKHEN
H2A2FTUB?7.,
2.5 AIESEFEREMIIE
S FHH2A2F TUB7AE NN S FE K], S 4 M-

0.350, B IEFaE

P 7=, BRIH242F TUB7 %

2 BestKeeper73 #8/Mikidke P 2 3k K ik Fa e 14

Table 2 Expression stabilities of eight candidate reference genes analyzed by BestKeeper

S JUTF 3% ST B/ME SEONE| Ptz Fa i PR
TUB7 19.88 19.88 19.79 19.99 0.07 1
H242 22.73 22.73 22.62 22.87 0.09 2
UBC7 21.10 21.10 20.77 21.32 0.22 3
EF-la2 20.78 20.79 20.39 21.18 0.26 4
MMZ3 21.95 21.95 21.72 22.37 0.28 5
GAPCI 17.89 17.89 17.46 18.30 0.29 6
CYP5 20.63 20.64 20.09 21.23 0.40 7
ACTI 23.13 23.14 21.93 23.89 0.81 9
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E W WRK Y 5 R 1 5% [ WRK Y 103 PR 3R 4T
qPCREIE /AT, MIMTEGAE N S 2 R e .
K67, WRKYI101ELLH2A2 R TUB7 N N 215t [
FR BB — 2, Bk WH2A2MTUB7 7] 1E N
5 AN E R B I I ZEQPCR A BT A& I
SHH .

3 Wit

AR, qPCRIGA TN Fi B R Rk A
AT R B, (H L AER O T N S AR
ENE. HTEAFED M, £ 2 ARV FA R H
21 ANEAEERY B AFEEZSE TN SERE
A AR 2 M (SuzukiZs2000), AR HE S2 06 4644 57 %k
HBERNSEER BRI NEE, BTN
[11qPCR N 2 J& [R5 146 J& — P U8 ik, vloN
dif = 4 Ik DR 2L 1) AR ASE A o 25 T 5 S R A
1) 7 8 B AL 4 AR 2R R (Ma%52016; Hu%2016;
Chang%52011).

AT TR 2 P 01 110 B i ZH 0 P AR AH 5%
SCHERFRIE B A2 BE K, B T UBC7. MMZ3.
TUB7. ACTI. GAPCI. EF-la2. CYP5F1H2A2
AN IR N SR . JBILqPCRAMT, 455
GeNorm., NormFinderflIBestKeeper =/N4t it 24
A 3 6 5 R 7 2 - 5 AN [ A I S R )
RIBFE AT T 0 #r, DUHIRAS RIK oA e

1.2¢
u WRKY10/TUB7

1ok WRKY10/H242

0.8F

0.6F

AR RIEE

0.4F

’l6 LAH2A2ANTUB7 7y MIfE 9 2 HE K I WRKY 103 AT
RIEHT
Fig.6 Expression analysis of WRKY10 using H2A2 and TUB7

as reference genes

PN S . 5 RERM, =M 53 i 45
WHRAR—EL, HHEAR e HEH T I A A, N =
NG AP EE AN A S B 4 R (Mafrat$2012;
VandesompeleZ$2002; AndersenZ$2008; Pfaffl%s
2004). NormFinderflBestKeeperft] /345 4 )| -F
— 3, RIS E HHFATS A S AL 34
¥H2A2. TUB7. EF-1a2fAMMZ3, H.-AvH2A2F1
TUB7ZR ik ke €, RYWIH2A2MTUBT7 2 i i& A [
NS EEH . GeNorm[f) 73 45 SR IR, FISAMAHXT £
ikfE e LR N CYPS. GAPCI. MMZ3. TUB7#HI
H2A42, H¥&E G NNSEER, Hddpia el
CYPSFIGAPCI, TiMMZ3FMTUB7{RXZ . GeNorm
ST NSRRI BN AR A A R RN, BT
Z: B RSB 2080 e I 2 2 1 H I EE R ) R IA &
oK o AHECAE B — I N 2 3R, AN B
ANUL B P 2 B DR 45 380 1Y) 45 L 5 A 7] S (Maroufi
£52010; Luo®$2014). LAH2A2FITUB7%3 5 N A
BE RS 3 S 35 WRK Y 1055 R 1#E 47 qPCR IR 3L 73 A
R I, WRKY10FR K OAH—2, 7] WH242F0
TUB7WIRS E T« 28 B Rl — 8k e H2A2H
TUB7 R %M Z FiA R R & B B 22 qPCR 7 #r
KR IS B AEN S A

H2A2J&—Fgmht 4 55 I H2A (histone 2A4)%:
R, RH2ARER R i — . A e A3
R R PE R A, AR RIERRE . THAR
LKW, FEVFZ Y FhI N Z E R R B E E
FERH2AAE N R EGERNZ 3 H . Kunduf
(2013)15 2 4E 21 Wi i) 2 AF T AL 3R B 3 R H2A4 7
W T (Vigna mungo) P IR IK AT E . YanTs
(2014)7E i ik 2L WP (Reaumuria songarica) ] NS Hk
IR LA B VB H2A N e fE N S 2 [Fl . Velada
SF(2014) R ILLE Sl 26 1 N 4 2Bk (Hypericum per-
Soratum)?H & A LR H2AFR K BAa € « e gk
K TUBYm M3 8 (1, TUBAE 8 WL SR 2 R A
IR Z PR iR WA NS, WndE = BB (Viola tri-
color)FI ik X (Jatropha curcas)F) /AN [E K & i A
H TUBZ A F: Fa 58 (Zeng%2016; ZhangZ52013).
Al W, H2AMTUBEE R 28 W N S 2L, X 54
WEFR I EE e —3. BRIk, ATk BEH2AZ G+
(1) H2A2F TUBZL & Th R TUB 7AE N %6 W 2 B A [R]
RE IR ZEqPCR I M I S5 R N S A
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AT I IRARAE T H2A2F TUB7/E A% W
AR R I HIHZEqPCR 73 M I fi 5 T ) N 22
[Al, SR % 25 38 s A S AR B 2 HLER R O
AL S ORI IR 2 TR ) N S B ) i ik
PR R,
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Screening of reference genes in Dioscorea composita tubers of different
development stages

ZENG De-Fu, ZHOU Jian-Chan, ZHONG Chun-Mei’, XIE Jun’

College of Forestry and Landscape Architecture, South China Agricultural University, Key Laboratory of Biomass Energy
of Guangdong Regular Higher Education Institutions, Key Laboratory of Energy Plant Resources and Utilization, Ministry
of Agriculture, Guangzhou, 510642, China

Abstract: Dioscorea composita of the family Dioscoreaceae produces the pharmaceutically important com-
pound diosgenin. In order to study the expression patterns of the key genes in diosgenin biosynthetic pathway
in D. composita tubers, screening and validation of the steadily expressing reference genes are inevitable. We
analyzed D. composite transcriptome and selected eight candidate genes such as ubiquitin-conjugating enzyme
E2 (UBC7), MMS ZWEI homologue 3 (MMZ3), tubulin beta-7 (TUB7), actin 1 (ACT1I), glyceraldehyde-3-phos-
phate dehydrogenase C subunit 1 (GAPCI), elongation factor 1-alpha (EF-1a2), cyclophilin 5 (CYP5) and his-
tone H24 2 (H2A42) for expression stability analysis. Statistical analysis of quantitative real-time PCR (qPCR)
results using GeNorm, NormFinder and BestKeeper showed that the expression of TUB7 and H2A2 are the
most stable in tubers, and thus can be used as reference genes for qPCR analysis in D. composita. In summay,
our findings identified suitable reference genes for qPCR in D. composita and laid foundation for studying gene
expression in diosgenin biosynthetic pathway.
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